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Responses to Comment Submission 29,  
Letter from Preston A. Sleeger, U.S. Department of the Interior,  

Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance 
 
 

29-1. Sections 3.2 and 3.17 describe the modeled air quality impacts 
caused by the Wallula power plant and other proposed power 
plants in the region.  See Chapter 3 of this Final EIS. 

29-2. The referenced historic sites have been specified as PSD Class II 
regions under EPA regulations.  EFSEC’s draft PSD permit 
(described in Section 3.2 of this Final EIS) concludes the applicant 
has satisfied all EPA regulations regarding air pollutant impacts to 
Class II areas.  

29-3. Please see response to comment 29-4 below. 

29-4. Section 3.2 has been updated to more fully describe existing 
visibility degradation in the region caused by existing sources.  
Please see Chapter 3 of this Final EIS for updated text.  The 
frequency of visibility impacts referred to in this comment is based 
on Bonneville’s worst-case Phase I study that modeled 45 new 
power plants.  A more realistic case is the “7000 MW Baseline 
Source Group” described in Tables 3.17-10 and 3.17-11 of the 
Draft EIS.  The modeled impacts for the 7000 MW Baseline Group 
are much lower.  

29-5. Although the referenced Deposition Analysis Thresholds (DATs) 
have been adopted by the FLAG federal land managers as a “level 
of concern” indicator, they do not constitute federally enforceable 
air quality limits.  Therefore, the modeled deposition rates have not 
been compared to the DATs.  EFSEC utilized only federal 
regulatory limits and procedures mandated by the PSD regulations 
to assess air quality impacts and to develop emission control 
requirements for the Wallula power plant.   

29-6. Please see response to comment 16-1. 

29-7. Please see response to comment 29-2. 




